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Tanks, jets and missiles to Ukraine 

U.S.-NATO threaten to unleash 
new world war
By Gary Wilson

Immediately after the United States and  Germany 
announced that they were sending Abrams and 
Leopard battle tanks to Ukraine, Politico reported 
that the Pentagon is preparing to send F-16 fight-
er jets. “The campaign inside the Defense Depart-
ment for fighter jets is gaining momentum,” the 
report says.

“Ukraine has identified a list of up to 50 pilots 
who are ready now to start training on the F-16,” 
says a Pentagon o�cial. “Many of them have al-
ready trained with the U.S. military in major ex-
ercises before the invasion,” starting in 2014, Po-
litico reports.

‘That’s called World War III’
Almost a year ago, in March 2022, President Joe 

Biden said, “The idea that we’re going to send in 
o�ensive equipment and have planes and tanks 
and trains going in with American pilots and 
American crews – just understand, don’t kid 
yourself, no matter what y’all say, that’s called 
World War III.”

Since that statement, the U.S. and NATO have 
steadily expanded operations in Ukraine, from 
anti-tank Javelins and portable air-defense sys-
tems such as Stingers, to HIMARS rocket launch-
ers and, more recently, surface-to-air Patriot 
missiles, tanks, and armored vehicles.

On Jan. 24, the New York Times headlined the 
super-expansion of artillery production. “The 
Pentagon is racing to boost its production of ar-
tillery shells by 500% within two years, pushing 
conventional ammunition production to levels 
not seen since the Korean War … The e�ort, which 
will involve expanding factories and bringing in 
new producers, is part of ‘the most aggressive 
modernization e�ort in nearly 40 years’ for the 
U.S. defense industrial base, according to an Army 
report.”

The Abrams tanks and Bradley fighting vehicles 
the Pentagon is sending can be equipped with de-
pleted uranium ammunition. Depleted uranium is 
a byproduct of manufacturing nuclear weapons. 
The shells can punch through the thick armor of 
a tank and ignite everyone inside.

When asked if the Bradleys the U.S. is sending 
to Ukraine will be equipped with depleted ura-
nium, a senior Biden administration o�cial was 
slippery: “I’m not going to get into the technical 
specifics.” The o�cial also declined to answer if 
the Abrams tanks will be equipped with a deplet-
ed uranium cage.

The long-term consequences for the people in 
Ukraine and Donbass are dire. Depleted uranium 

By Lev Koufax

On Jan. 29, a cold but sunny Sat-
urday, organizations and individ-
uals from across Baltimore city 
gathered at the corner of North 
and Charles streets to protest the 
brutal murder of Tyre Nichols at 
the hands of the Memphis Police 
Department. 

The protestors, numbered 
around 60, demanded justice 
for Tyre Nichols and the speedy 
conviction of his murderers. 
More broadly, the demonstration 

 demanded justice for all victims 
of racist police terror, community 
control of the police, and the abo-
lition of mass incarceration. 

Peoples Power Assembly and 
the Socialist Unity Party worked 
with community leaders like Rev. 
Annie Chambers, Marvin “Doc” 
Cheatham, and Towanda Jones to 
organize the emergency protest. 

All three gave tremendous 
speeches. Towanda Jones told the 
story of her brother, Tyrone West, 

ammunition is radioactive, ex-
tremely toxic, and linked with a 
variety of birth defects, cancers, 
and other illnesses. In Iraq, doc-
tors reported a spike in birth de-
fects and cancers since the Gulf 
War, when the U.S. fired nearly a 
million depleted uranium rounds 
in the invasion of that country.

In 2022, Congress approved 
more than $113 billion in U.S. “aid” 

Baltimore demands justice for Tyre Nichols

‘Today I am announcing that the United States will be 
sending 31 Abrams tanks to Ukraine,’ Joe Biden, Jan. 25.

END POLICE TERROR
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Ellie McCrow speaks at protest 
demanding justice for Tyre 
Nichols in Baltimore, Jan. 28.
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By Lev Koufax

Another chilly Monday night, an-
other football game, and another 
demonstration of the racist callous-
ness at the very heart of the National 
Football League. 

The entire country watched in 
horror as Bu�alo Bills safety Dam-
ar Hamlin suddenly collapsed Jan. 
2 after taking what is considered 
a “routine hit” in the NFL. As the 
minutes ticked on, it became clear 
that something was seriously wrong 
as both Bills and Cincinnati Bengals 
medical sta� rushed to Hamlin’s 
side and made panicked calls for an 
ambulance. 

Hamlin received CPR and was de-
fibrillated before an ambulance ar-
rived on the field to transport the 
24-year-old to a local trauma unit. 
This was accompanied by images 
of Bu�alo and Cincinnati players 
weeping and holding their heads in 
distress. 

Hamlin su�ered a cardiac arrest 
and has remained under intensive 
medical care at the University of 
Cincinnati Medical Center since he 
collapsed. 

To the shock of many, the NFL did 
not cancel the game immediately. 
Instead, o�cials informed play-
ers and coaches on both sidelines 
that the players would have just 
five minutes to warm up before the 
game would resume. That’s right: 
five minutes. 

A young man was fighting for 
his life on the field after a “routine 
hit,” and the league’s response was 
a five minute break. Joe Burrow, the 
Cincinnati quarterback, could be 
seen on camera warming up to play 
during this period. 

The only reason the game did 
not continue is because the players 
rightfully refused and exited the 
field to their locker rooms. No one 

Damar Hamlin’s collapse exposes  
NFL greed, racism

Players walk off the field after Buffalo Bills safety Damar Hamlin’s catastrophic injury Jan. 2. NFL bosses wanted them 
to keep playing.

should have to continue on with an 
already violent and stressful game 
after seeing one of their brothers 
fight for his life on the field. 

An hour after Hamlin collapsed, 
the NFL finally o�cially suspend-
ed the game. Later, the NFL made 
a pathetic attempt to cover up its 
callousness, even though multiple 
veteran sports broadcasters from 
various sports news outlets reported 
o�cials’ intent to resume play. 

NFL violates health and safety rules
The past year in particular has 

highlighted the brutality upon 
which capitalist fat cats like Jerry 
Jones and Robert Kraft rake in bil-
lions. In a week three game against 
the Cincinnati Bengals, Miami Dol-
phins star quarterback Tua Tagov-

ailoa su�ered a brutal concussion 
that caused him to convulse uncon-
trollably on the field. 

The horrific scene came less than 
a week after Tagovailoa had been 
placed in concussion protocol for 
a di�erent hit to the head during a 
game against the Bu�alo Bills. 

It was and is commonly thought 
that Tagovailoa actually su�ered a 
concussion during the Bills game, 
that the Dolphins organization 
knew this, and allowed him to play 
anyway. This would not be the first 
time that the Dolphins engaged in 
shady practices that violated NFL 
rules and common sense. 

A lawsuit against the NFL for rac-
ist hiring practices, filed by Dol-
phins ex-head coach Brian Flores, 
uncovered that Dolphins owner Ste-
phen Ross o�ered $100,000 to Flores 
for purposefully losing games so the 
team could get a better pick in the 
upcoming player draft. 

It’s important to note that Flores, 
who at the time was one of the few 
Black NFL coaches, was fired from 
his Dolphins job after two winning 
seasons. 

As if that wasn’t bad enough alone, 
Tagovaloia’s entirely preventable 
injury came less than six months 
after a lawsuit uncovered that the 
NFL’s concussion settlement pay-
ments to previous players were tilt-
ed to pay out less to Black players. 

In particular, the NFL had estab-
lished a di�erent set of brain testing 
standards for Black retirees su�er-
ing from CTE or Alzheimers due to 
injuries sustained while they played 
professional football. This is the real 
face of the NFL: racism, eugenics 
and exploitation.

Who’s really greedy?
Damar Hamlin’s collapse, along 

with the greed-driven callous-
ness of NFL owners, gave the entire 
country a front row seat to the true 
nature of the NFL as the racist glad-
iatorial bloodsport that it is. Black 
men sacrifice their bodies so white 
billionaires can make billions more 
in profits. 

And if that wasn’t bad enough, it is 
the players who are derided by fans, 
media and owners alike for alleged-
ly being greedy when they demand 
better working conditions. 

Former NFL cornerback and NFL 
Players Association President Do-
monique Foxworth raised this point 
on the air the morning after Ham-
lin’s injury. Foxworth called out 
the league, media, and fans for the 
treatment of NFL players, the vast 
majority of whom are Black:

“I remember going through CBA 
negotiations, and I remember fight-
ing for health and safety advance-
ments and fighting for a higher sal-
ary cap … I also remember some of 
these people in the media who were 
outpouring and caring last night. 
They were calling us greedy.”

Foxworth’s point cannot be over-
stated. The owners must revel in the 
fact that they exploit the players and 
make billions of dollars, but it is the 
players, the majority of whom are 
from Black working-class neigh-
borhoods, who are painted as the 
greedy party. 

Damar Hamlin’s salary for this 
season is roughly $900,000. While 
it is true that for most workers that 
would be an incredible amount of 
money, the reality is not as simple. 
Many professional athletes carry 
with them the financial hopes and 
dreams of entire families and real-
ly, entire communities. Their careers 
can be very short and leave them 
with life-changing disabilities.

On top of that, NFL players are 
expected to live a certain lifestyle. 
The expenses add up quickly, yet the 
league, media, and fans insist that 
the players are overpaid and spoiled. 

Meanwhile, the owner of the Buf-
falo Bills has a net worth of $4 bil-
lion. The team made $470 million in 
profits last year, and is valued at ap-
proximately $3.4 billion. 

The NFL and its allied institutions 
have some nerve accusing players 
of greed; the same players who put 
their bodies and lives on the line ev-
ery week for the entertainment of 
millions and the wealth of a few.   ₪

who the police murdered 
in a very similar fashion to 
Tyre Nichols. These were 
both young Black men, 
both tragically and brutal-
ly beaten to death by cops. 

Jones demanded that no 
more su�er at the hands 
of racist policing: no more 
stories like Nichols or 
her brother. She raised a 
demand to open and in-
vestigate all local police 
killings where racist Da-
vid Fowler was the medical 
examiner of record. 

Rev. Chambers and local trans acti-
vist Ellie McCrow raised the case of 
the 15-year-old squeegee worker who 
is being prosecuted for defending 
himself against a 48-year-old bat-
swinging bigot. Both highlighted the 
need to fight for Black lives, as well as 
condemn racist police murders. 

Marvin “Doc” Cheatham high-
lighted the food desert crisis that 

deepens every day in Baltimore city. 
Doc again demanded that closing 
supermarkets be replaced and that 
the Black community be granted 
equal access to food. In reality, the 
deepening of food deserts is simply 
a form of apartheid. 

All the while, protestors chant-
ed slogans such as “Jail killer cops 
now,” “Justice for Tyre Nichols! Say 
his name,” and, “No justice – no 
peace! No racist police!”   ₪

Continued from page 1

Baltimore demands justice 
for Tyre Nichols
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Towanda Jones, sister of police murder victim  
Tyrone West.
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By Stephen Millies

Jan. 19 was the date that the Unit-
ed States government was supposed 
to go bankrupt. Or at least had to 
start shu¬ing around bills to be 
paid,  according to Treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen.

What’s called the “debt limit” or 
“debt ceiling,” reached by Jan. 19, 
is the amount of money that can be 
owed by the federal government. 
First imposed by Congress in 1917 
during World War I, the amount is 
currently set at $31.4 trillion.

Since the 1990s, the need to raise 
the debt limit has been used to de-
mand cutbacks in any programs that 
benefit poor and working people. 
Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid 
and SNAP benefits (food stamps) are 
the biggest targets.

Cruel, lengthy lockouts of gov-
ernment workers took place during 
1995-1996, 2013 and 2018-2019. The 
last one lasted five weeks.

The $31-trillion federal debt is the 
result of continuous wars for the 
banksters and Big Oil while giving 
tax cuts to the rich. Two-thirds of 
the $1.7 trillion “omnibus” spend-
ing bill approved by Congress last 
December went to the Pentagon, spy 
agencies and cops. That’s a $1.1 tril-
lion Christmas gift for those who 
deserve it the least.

The cost for the U.S wars since 
Sept. 11, 2001, is estimated to be $8 
trillion. Total Pentagon spending 
since 2001 has been more than $14 
trillion. That amounts to $42,000 for 
every person in the United States or 
$168,000 for a family of four.

Hundreds of thousands of people 
were killed by U.S. bombs and sanc-
tions. It was a bonanza for the war 
profiteers.

Halliburton charged $100 to wash 
every 15 pounds of laundry for GIs 
in Afghanistan. Then Vice President 
Dick Cheney got a lush $33.7 million 
retirement package from Hallibur-
ton, his old employer.

Back in 1996, the Brookings Insti-
tution — a Washington think tank — 
estimated that the U.S. nuclear weap-
ons arsenal cost $5.8 trillion. That’s 
worth $11 trillion in current dollars. 

Just one of these nukes can kill 
millions. There are 3,608 of them in 
the Pentagon stockpile. 

These fantastic sums could have 
been used to lift people out of pov-
erty around the world. That’s repa-
rations money. 

The truth about the debt 
The congressional debt limit is ar-

bitrary. The real limit is how many of 
Uncle Sam’s IOUs can be sold on the 
world capitalist market.

Foreign capitalists and their gov-
ernments hold $7.5 trillion of the 
debt because the interest is guaran-
teed. This helps finance the Penta-
gon war machine. Buying U.S. Trea-
sury Bills also recycles the dollars 
accumulated because of the huge 
U.S. trade goods deficit that reached 
$1.1 trillion in 2021.

This deficit is the result of deliber-
ate deindustrialization that has been 
the biggest cause of union busting. 
Between 1979 and 2019, 6.7 million 
U.S. manufacturing jobs were de-
stroyed. Nearly 70,000 factories have 
been shut down since 1998.

No limit to capitalist crimes & cutbacks
The ‘debt ceiling’ and our struggle to live 

Many of the employees in the aban -
doned factories had union jobs. The 
biggest losers were Black workers.

The more developed capitalism is, 
the more it wallows in debt. Non- 
financial corporations in the U.S. 
owed almost $13 trillion in 2022. 

During the bloody rise of capi-
talism, establishing national debts 
accompanied the African Holocaust 
and the Holocaust of Indigenous 
peoples in the Americas. 

The need for the U.S. government 
to establish a national debt played a 
crucial part in adopting the Consti-
tution. The historian Charles Beard 
showed this in his book, “An Eco-
nomic Interpretation of the Consti-
tution of the United States.” 

Karl Marx described the histori-
cal role of national debt in “Capital”: 
“As with the stroke of an enchanter’s 
wand, it endows barren money with 
the power of breeding and thus turns 
it into capital, without the necessity 
of exposing itself to the troubles and 
risks inseparable from its employ-
ment in industry or even in usury.”  

U.S. capitalism is so decayed that 
the $475 billion in interest that cap-
italists collected from the national 
debt in 2022 was greater than the 
$447 billion in profits they got from 
their factories in 2021.

Lenin—the leader of the Bolshevik 
Revolution—described this “para-
sitism and decay of capitalism” in 
“Imperialism, the Highest Stage of 
Capitalism.”

In 1911, 146 garment workers died 
miserably in New York City’s Trian-
gle Shirtwaist fire. Many of the young 
immigrant women workers leapt to 
their deaths rather than burn alive.

A century later the garment in-
dustry has virtually disappeared in 
the United States. Sweatshop con-
ditions were exported. In 2013, 1,134 
garment workers were killed in the 
collapse of the Rana Plaza garment 
complex in Dhaka, Bangladesh. 

‘Only the little people pay taxes’
Hotel boss Leona Helmsley was 

right when she said, “Only the little 
people pay taxes.”

All taxes are taken out of the sur-
plus value produced by the work-
ing class, both employed and un-
employed. That includes 2 million 
workers in prison.

Commonly called profits, surplus 
value is the di�erence between what 
the working class produces and what 
they get back in wages and benefits.

The huge tax cuts given to the 
wealthy over the past 40 years have 
been a way to raise the average rate 

of profit. None of the politicians 
who want to cut Social Security and 
Medicare wants to cut sales taxes.

Thirteen states charge sales tax-
es on groceries. In Mississippi—the 
poorest state in the country—people 
have to pay a 7% sales tax on a loaf 
of bread.

House of Representatives Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy is going to use ne-
gotiations over the debt limit to de-
mand more cutbacks. Despite peo-
ple lining up at food banks coast to 
coast, SNAP benefits (food stamps) 
may be cut.

President Reagan raised the re-
tirement age to 67. Some in congress 
want to raise it to 70.

We can’t trust “Amtrak Joe” in the 
White House—who double-crossed 
the railroad workers—to stop new 
cutbacks. The money for the war 
against Russia is being stolen from 
the working class.

The wealthy and powerful will 
continue to grind us down if we 
don’t fight back. Look at the tragedy 
unfolding in Britain. Cutbacks in the 
country’s National Health Service 
have resulted in tens of thousands of 
people needlessly dying.

Only the power of the people can 
reverse the cutbacks and prevent the 
Pentagon from launching World War 
III against Russia and China.  ₪

People line up for assistance at a food bank in Brooklyn, New York.

to Ukraine. However, not one cent of 
that will feed, clothe or house anyone 
in Ukraine, though there is a great 
need for that. Every cent of that mon-
ey goes to the Pentagon and its con-
tractors and suppliers. Whatever gets 
to Ukraine is through the Pentagon.

Pentagon spending fuels inflation
The increased military spending 

is a source of inflation, pushing up 
prices across the economy.

Marx called military spending 
fictitious capital. It’s money put into 
circulation without any value (com-
modities that people need) being 
produced.

Arms manufacturers do not pro-
duce constant capital — that is, 
factories, machines, electronics, or 
any infrastructure for productive 
use. Nor do they produce consumer 
goods that meet human needs. 

Armaments are the means of de-
struction, produced to destroy. Mil-
itary spending does not go to ex-
panding commodity production. 
Military spending actually contracts 
the capitalist market. Factories that 
normally produce commodities for 
profit are instead producing the 
means of destruction — no use val-
ues — so there’s no profit, no surplus 
value in Marxist terms. 

This is a source of inflation in the 
economy.

When the government buys 
bombs, tanks, jets, missiles, and 
destroyers and purchases the labor 
power of soldiers, it does not pro-
duce surplus value. It lines the pock-
etbooks of the military-industrial 
complex. The use value of the mili-
tary-industrial complex’s commod-
ities is not that it increases wealth 
for society but instead that it de-
stroys wealth as well as human lives.

‘A war against Russia’
Since the beginning of the 

U.S.-NATO proxy war in Ukraine in 
2014, the White House has main-

tained that it’s not a war on Russia. 
But those are not the words they use 
in their private conversations, espe-
cially inside NATO.

On Jan. 25, German Foreign Min-
ister Annalena Baerbock bluntly said 
what they’ve been saying privately – 
that NATO is fighting a war against 
Russia.

Baerbock said: “Yes, we have to 
do more also on tanks. But the most 
important and the crucial part is that 
we do it together and that we do not 
do the blame game in Europe, be-
cause we are fighting a war against 
Russia and not against each other.”

Russian Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman Maria Zakharova responded 
that this is more proof that NATO was 
planning a war on Russia all along.

“If we add this to Merkel’s rev-
elations that they were strength-
ening Ukraine and did not count on 
the Minsk agreements, then we are 
talking about a war against Russia 
that was planned in advance. Don’t 
say later that we didn’t warn you,” 
Zakharova said.

Russia is not an imperialist power
Russia is not an imperialist power, 

economically or politically. Russia is 
mainly an exporter of raw materials 
— crude oil, natural gas, and grains.

In 2022, U.S. military spending 
was $828 billion. Add to that NA-
TO’s $324 billion. Compare that to 
Russia’s military spending of $65.9 
billion, according to the Costs of War 
project at Brown University. 

Russia’s total defense expenditure 
is only about half of what Congress 
authorized for the U.S. war e�ort in 
Ukraine.

Russia is not one of the historic 
imperialist powers — the U.S., Brit-
ain, Germany, France, and Japan. 
Originally called the Group of Five, 
now, with the addition of Canada 
and Italy, they call themselves the 
G7. Nevertheless, they are still the 
imperialist dominators.    ₪

Continued from page 1

Tanks, jets and missiles to Ukraine 
U.S.-NATO threaten new world war
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By Mariela Castro Espín

Video message from Mariela  Castro 
Espín, director of Cuba’s National 
Center for Sex Education (CENESEX) 
and deputy of the National Assembly of 
Popular Power, to the webinar “What 
We Can Learn from Cuba’s ‘Code of 
Freedom’ for Families,” hosted by 
Women In Struggle/Mujeres En Lucha 
on Jan. 22.

Greetings to all. I am Mariela Castro. 
There are two main milestones 

in the Cuban Revolution regarding 
family law. One was the Family Code 
approved in 1975, which also went 
through a process of popular consul-
tation and was taken to a referendum. 

This code allowed for institut-
ing important values that are being 
promoted in Cuban society for equal 
rights between men and women, 
especially in family life, in the eq-
uitable distribution of educational 
tasks and household chores, to begin 
to erode that patriarchal heritage of 
the sexual division of labor. 

That code played a very important 
role and was considered one of the 
most advanced in the world at that 
time. Still a heteropatriarchal code, 
in some aspects, and hetero-norma-
tive specifically, yet not much more 
could be asked of Cuban society at 
that stage. 

Education and scientific develop-
ment, especially in the field of legal 
and social sciences and humanities, 
led to strengthening of Cuban cul-
ture regarding the family and family 
law. Progress was made regarding 
the rights of women. 

All of this is reflected at a statis-
tical level, as Cuba ranks second in 
the world for women parliamentar-
ians: 53% of the Cuban parliament 
consists of women. There is an in-
creasing presence of women in the 
National Assembly of Popular Power 
at leadership levels. Cuban wom-
en predominate in the sciences and 
there are several sectors of Cuban 

Cuban leader Mariela Castro Espín  
on ‘progressive conquest of new rights’

By Berta Joubert-Ceci

Remarks by Berta Joubert-Ceci of 
Mujeres En Lucha/Women In Struggle 
at the webinar “What We Can Learn 
from Cuba’s ‘Code of Freedom’ for 
Families” on Jan. 22.

Buenas tardes compañeras  
y compañeros,

First, I wanted to thank Mariela 
Castro for taking the time to record 
this message. Because, as we know, 
part of the e�ect of the U.S. blockade 
against Cuba is that the application 
Zoom cannot be used there.

As a member of Mujeres En Lucha/
Women In Struggle, which is a mem-
ber organization of the Women’s In-
ternational Democratic Federation 
(WIDF or FDIM in Spanish), I also 
wanted to acknowledge the fact that 
Mariela’s mother, Vilma Espín, was 
instrumental in saving the FDIM af-

‘ Struggle against sexual, gender violence 
goes hand in hand with decolonization’

society at a professional level where 
the presence of women is increas-
ingly greater. 

In Cuba there is respect for wom-
en, but the society is still patriar-
chal. Although the patriarchy has 
been eroded and weakened by the 
advances of our Revolution, there 
is significant resistance. That cre-
ates challenges after 47 years of the 
Family Code and all the new ele-
ments that were incorporated from 
the laws in which Cuba was sub-
scribed and committed to as a state 
in international law. 

Regarding human rights, in our 
Revolution it was necessary to up-
date the code, but according to the 
country’s economic and social de-
velopment strategy, with the partic-
ipation of the people: their opinions, 
criticisms and proposals. 

The next step was the constitu-
tional reform, which was a substan-
tial reform approved in April 2019, 
also submitted to a specialized con-
sultation with the people and a refer-
endum with a very high participation. 

Some 87% of the population approved 
that constitution, in which the rights 
of LGBTQ people were secured. 

Thus, important routes were 
opened, for example, for what is 
called egalitarian marriage, but also 
for strengthening the protection of 
sexual and reproductive health, sex-
ual and reproductive rights, and the 
rights of grandparents. 

‘Heart, intelligence and wisdom  
of our people’

There are many other elements of 
the 2022 Families Code that others 
will explain to you and you will be 
able to read this valuable document 
that some consider to be the most 
advanced in the world, that is, inter-
national experts consider it to be so. 

But this code, like the constitu-
tion, was written with the heart, in-
telligence and wisdom of our people. 
And so this is also called the heart-
felt code, because the bonds of a�ec-
tion are given precedence over the 
straitjacket of biological bonds. 

This is truly very significant, de-

spite the opposition of some reli-
gious groups and particularly the 
Catholic Church, to prevent the ad-
vances of the Revolution in the pro-
gressive conquest of new rights. This 
has truly been achieved with the 
participation of our people in reach-
ing a widely accepted code, although 
it was the first in which there were 
33% negative votes. 

But that’s fine. It shows the resis-
tance that still exists regarding these 
issues and all the challenges that they 
generate for us to continue trans-
forming awareness that will allow us 
to create an active citizenry regard-
ing the need for social and subjective 
transformations, for achieving an in-
creasingly just and equitable society. 
The transition to socialism is complex 
and individual awareness is always in 
the rearguard. 

Our people have approved a con-
stitution and a very advanced family 
code, within the context of a social-
ist society of rights and social justice, 
and I am very satisfied with the result. 

I also feel the responsibility that 
we still have to continue advancing 
to educate and constantly commu-
nicate all the science-based ana-
lytical elements for monitoring and 
evaluating the application of this 
new legislation in family law. 

I thank you very much for your in-
terest in this issue and I invite you to 
read this valuable document that has 
been the result of building consen-
sus for more than 40 years, the 47 
years that the previous code lasted. 
This is the importance to our soci-
ety: We are advancing by becoming 
more aware and moving towards a 
much more conscientious culture 
regarding the issues that this code 
deals with. 

Thank you very much for your in-
terest and a warm greeting until we 
meet again. 

Full text of the 2022 Families Code 
(in Spanish): tinyurl.com/456j53nv

Comprehensive summary (in En-
glish): tinyurl.com/bdez3deu ₪

ter the dismemberment of the 
European socialist countries. 

At that time, Vilma was 
vice president while the FDIM 
headquarters was in Berlin. 
And it was her swift action of 
saving documents and mate-
rials from that o�ce, securing 
them, that preserved the FDIM 
from extinction.

Compañeres, this topic is also 
very pertinent to our process in 
Puerto Rico. As a colony of the 
U.S., we su�er in greater degree 
some of the ills that a�ect the 
U.S. Violence against women 
and LGBTQ+ people has been 
on the rise, including against 
children. This has been fueled 
by a rising wave of fundamen-
talist religious sectors which a�ect 
the government’s actions and poli-
cies, and seem to be a copy and paste 
of what happens in the U.S. 

So, for us here, the struggle against 
sexual and gender violence has to go 
hand in hand with the struggle for 
decolonization, for independence.

But as the poem of Lola 
Rodríguez de Tió says, 
“Cuba y PR son, de un pája-
ro las dos alas,” “Cuba and 
Puerto Rico are wings of the 
same bird.” We can look up 
to Cuba’s development and 
Families Code as an inspi-
ration.

We hope to fulfill here 
in PR what is expressed in 
the introduction of the new 
Cuban Families Code: “The 
emancipatory conception 
of the family that guides 
the transformation of Cu-
ban socialist society inter-
twines social interest and 
personal interest, promotes 

its development, contributes to the 
formation of the new generations 
and satisfies deep human, a�ective 
and social interests of the person.” ₪

VIDEO: HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/9WATQASSAS4

Mariela Castro Espín at Cuba’s annual March Against Homophobia and Transphobia 
in 2017.
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By Melinda Butterfield

Talk given by Melinda Butterfield, 
Struggle-La Lucha co-editor, at the 
webinar “What We Can Learn from 
Cuba’s ‘Code of Freedom’ for Families,” 
hosted by Women In Struggle/Mujeres 
En Lucha on Jan. 22.

Good afternoon siblings, friends,  
and comrades.

It’s an honor to follow the beauti-
ful message of solidarity from Com-
rade Mariela Castro Espín. The orga-
nization she leads, Cuba’s National 
Center for Sex Education (Cenesex), 
just celebrated its 35th anniversary, 
a tremendous milestone for the Cu-
ban people and all progressive peo-
ples of the world.

Marking the anniversary, the 
Transcuba Nacional organization 
said that Cenesex has “developed 
important research and contribu-
tions in the sciences that have aid-
ed the development of Cuban soci-
ety in terms of sexual rights. It has 
educated and trained professionals 
and activists who bring about social 
transformations around the reali-
ties of human sexuality. The partic-
ular attention paid to trans people 
has made Cenesex a home of respect, 
love and inclusion.”

What a contrast to the situation 
that queer people, especially trans 
people, face here in the United States 
in 2023!

Have you heard of Christynne Lili 
Wrene Wood? She is a retired Afri-
can American city worker in Santee, 
a suburb of San Diego. This trans 
woman has become one of the latest 
targets of the anti-trans panic that 
has swept the country since last year. 

On Dec. 29, Christynne was fin-
ishing up her weekly water aerobics 
class at the local YMCA. She show-
ered and changed in the women’s 
locker room as she always does. 
But that day, she was targeted for a 
transphobic attack. A 17-year-old 
girl was put up before the media af-
terward, claiming she was “trau-
matized” by seeing someone with 
“male genitalia” in the women’s 
changing area.

Trans women are women, regard-
less of what genitalia they have. None 
of the women who regularly partic-
ipate in water aerobics with Chris-
tynne had an issue changing with 
her. But the fact is, Christynne has 
had gender reassignment surgery, 
so she could not have been mistaken 
for having “male genitalia.” 

It was a set-up for the far-right 
crusade to demonize trans people. 
The lie was repeated by Tucker Carl-
son and other fascist mouthpieces. 
A hate rally was staged outside the 
Santee YMCA last week. Christynne 
had to listen to these lies being re-
peated as she counter-protested 
with supporters across the street.

Christynne explained to a report-
er: “There’s a movie out right now 
about how that kind of a lie and hys-
teria can lead to tragedy. The movie’s 
about Emmett Till. The lies of a per-
son got that child beat to death and 
that’s just the kind of group [here] 
that would love to pull a stunt like 
that. Thank God, I’ve got protection 
and people with me that see to it 
that I don’t su�er that kind of pain. 

Cuba’s Families Code shows:  
Queer people need a socialist revolution!

But don’t you think that there ar-
en’t people over there right now that 
would love to come over and rip me 
[apart] piece [by] piece?”

Since the beginning of this year 
– in just three weeks – more than 
150 pieces of anti-LGBTQ2S leg-
islation have been introduced in 
states across this country, primarily 
aimed at criminalizing trans lives. 
This includes bills to cut o� all gen-
der-a�rming health care for adults 
as well as youth and to essentially 
make it illegal for trans people to 
exist in public.

Doctors and children’s hospi-
tals are threatened with bombings. 
Neo-Nazis attempt to shut down 
drag events, aided by local cops. Par-
ents who support their trans kids are 
threatened with prosecution. 

What are the supposed friends of 
the LGBTQ2S community in Wash-
ington doing to stop this? Not a 
damn thing. They tell us to vote 
for them, the way they told wom-
en to vote for them before standing 
aside and letting abortion rights 
be stripped away. Meanwhile, sup-
posed liberals like Hillary Clinton 
and the New York Times are joining 
in the anti-trans rhetoric, showing 
that this attack goes far beyond the 
Trumpist right. 

The Biden administration and 
Congress have made it crystal clear 
that their priority is funding wars for 
empire on the other side of the world 
and continuing the six-decades-long 
illegal blockade of Cuba – not pro-
tecting the rights of people here.

That’s why it’s so important for 
queer people and all workers to learn 
from Cuba’s example. 

Here are some highlights of the 
new Families Code Cubans approved 
last September:
• Protection of all forms of families, 

including chosen families, with 
no discrimination;

• The parental relationship is based 
on responsibilities and duties; 

• The rights of children and youth, 
elders and the disabled to inde-
pendence, dignity, accessibility, 
and respect;

• Consequences for violence or oth-
er abuse in family situations; 

• Equality of marriage and common 
law unions;

• Gender equality, including for 
trans and nonbinary Cubans;

• Equality of rights in adoption and 
technologically assisted methods 
like in vitro fertilization;

• Duty to contribute to the family 
and recognition of the value of 
domestic labor;

• Institutional and community re-
sponsibility to uphold these rights.
The guiding idea of the document 

is that family plurality, diversity, and 
human dignity are at the center of 
the Cuban Revolution. The definition 
of a family is now based on a�ection 
and emotional ties rather than blood 
relations. It’s a “code of freedom” to 
choose the form of family that works 
best for its members. 

I attended an event at the Cu-
ban Mission to the United Nations, 
where diplomats talked about the 
new Families Code and answered 
questions. Two things really jumped 
out at me. One was the genuine pride 
the Cuban comrades had for this ac-
complishment. The other was the 
number of people from nonprof-
its and legal services representing 
trans and queer communities here, 
who were desperate to learn how 
Cuba was able to accomplish this at a 
time when our rights are being mer-
cilessly rolled back.

The diplomats explained the 
years-long process of consultations 
held throughout all of society, from 
neighborhoods and workplaces to 
mass organizations; how there were 
25 drafts incorporating thousands 
of amendments suggested at these 
discussions. They talked about the 

decisive role of young people in ar-
guing for updating the country’s 
family code to be more inclusive and 
how they won their elders over to 
support the referendum. 

And they talked about how this 
was not something that happened 
out of the blue – it was built up 
throughout the whole history of the 
Cuban Revolution, for more than 60 
years – the struggle against patri-
archy and the vestiges of capitalism 
and colonialism in everyday life.

This last point is very important. 
It was a diplomatic event, so the Cu-
bans couldn’t put too fine a point on 
it, but the essential thing is this: The 
Cuban people made a socialist rev-
olution. And LGBTQ2S people in the 
U.S. need a socialist revolution here 
to secure our rights.

The U.S. ruling class has decided 
to go all in on scapegoating trans 
people. But they won’t stop with us. 
The broader LGBTQ2S community is 
next on the chopping block. 

The capitalist system is based on 
the principle of divide and rule. A 
historic struggle like the Stonewall 
Rebellion can shake society and win 
important reforms. But as long as 
capitalism exists, those gains are al-
ways in danger of being taken away. 
To truly secure our rights to equali-
ty, to decent jobs, to housing, educa-
tion, and health care for all – includ-
ing gender-a�rming care – we need 
what Cuba has: a socialist revolution.

It’s time for the LGBTQ2S move-
ment, and all people’s movements, 
to reject the losing strategy of re-
lying on the Democratic Party and 
capitalist electoral politics. We need 
a return to the militant struggles of 
Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia Ri-
vera, of ACT UP and Queer Nation, 
and of Leslie Feinberg. And while 
we do that, we need to keep our eyes 
on the prize: replacing divide-and- 
conquer capitalism with a society 
based on solidarity that puts peo-
ple’s needs first.   ₪

Cuba’s new Families Code: ‘All rights for all people.’
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By Mahtowin Munro

Talk given by Mahtowin Munro 
of United American Indians of New 
England (UAINE) at the webinar 
“What We Can Learn from Cuba’s 
‘Code of Freedom’ for Families,”  
hosted by Women In Struggle/ 
Mujeres En Lucha on Jan. 22.

The new Families Code is an in-
credible achievement of the Cuban 
people, born out of thousands of 
hours of discussions and a desire to 
ensure that ideas and policies prop-
erly reflect what families should 
have at this historic time in their so-
cialist system.

I contrast what Cuba has with 
what we have in the U.S. – or perhaps 
I should say, what we don’t have. I 
will largely speak about this from 
an Indigenous family perspective, 
but we know that conditions are also 
abysmal for other oppressed and 
marginalized communities.

Because I have been to Cuba, I 
know that there are many supports 
for families there, with day care and 
health care right there in their com-
munities. Housing is a right, where-
as here there are many thousands 
of unhoused children – more than 
100,000 in New York City alone. 

In Cuba, families are support-
ed and the children are treated 
with great care, and this is reflect-
ed in the confidence of the children 
themselves and the extension of key 
rights through the Families Code.

Here in the U.S., children are 
criminalized as part of the school-
to-prison pipeline. Many thousands 
of children, disproportionately 
children of color, are detained, dis-
ciplined at schools, and subjected 
to harsh discipline. Some of these 
children are as young as kindergar-
ten age.

In the U.S., it can be hard to even 
have a family. Back in the 1970s, it 
was revealed that the U.S. govern-
ment was sterilizing Indigenous 
women, Puerto Rican women and 
Black women without their consent. 

It can also be hard to choose not 
to have a family. This is true not 
only because of Roe v. Wade being 
overturned. For instance, the Indi-
an Health Service, upon which many 
Indigenous people rely, does not 
provide abortion services. So Native 
childbearers must overcome sub-
stantial hurdles in order to get the 
services they need. 

Indigenous, Black and other wom-
en of color are less likely to have the 
prenatal care that they need as well. 
In addition, maternal mortality and 
infant mortality rates are much 
higher in Black and Indigenous 

‘Indigenous communities are fighting  
to keep our families together’

communities than for white people.

Boarding schools =  
concentration camps

The attacks on Indigenous fam-
ilies have been severe and have en-
dured for generations. These attacks 
are not accidental, but are key fea-
tures of settler colonialism and cap-
italism. Because settlers and the U.S. 
government have been dedicated to 
stealing Indigenous lands and ex-
tracting resources from the lands, 
Indigenous families and commu-
nities have been shattered in many 
ways in order to weaken ties to the 
land and to make it easier to steal 
and exploit even more land and re-
sources. These attacks are meant 
to destroy our spirits and cultures, 
break our communities, and break 
our ties to the land.

The Indian boarding schools that 
were established in Canada and the 
U.S. in the latter part of the 1800s 
were very much part of consolidat-
ing these attacks that had been oc-
curring since invasion. The Cana-
dian and U.S. governments worked 
hand in hand with churches to fill 
the seats at these schools. 

While some Indigenous families 
were persuaded that their children 
would be better o� at the schools, 
many families were coerced and told 
that they would not receive their ra-
tions if they did not let their children 
be removed, at a time of starvation 

when many Indigenous people were 
denied the right to hunt and fish on 
their own homelands. Many children 
were forced to attend these schools, 
even at the point of being kidnapped 
from their home communities. 

Once at the schools, which in real-
ity were not schools but concentra-
tion camps for kids and instruments 
of genocide, children were stripped 
of their clothing and put into uni-
forms, had their hair cut o�, were 
beaten for speaking their own tribal 
languages, and were physically and 
sexually abused on a routine basis. 

In some of the schools, children 
were not allowed to return home 
at all for years. When they became 
older and went back home, they of-
ten no longer felt they belonged 
and could not even speak their own 
language. Children died at these so-
called schools, by the thousands. 

These institutions did not close 
until the 1960s and in some cases 
later than that. In the U.S. and Can-
ada, there have been recent e�orts 
by Indigenous people to speak the 
truth about what happened at these 
institutions, to demand reparations, 
to talk about the resulting intergen-
erational trauma, and to begin the 
very hard work of trying to find and 
identify unmarked graves at these 
schools.

Far from being over, the attacks 
on Indigenous families continued. 
By the 1970s, about a third of Native 
children in the U.S. had been tak-
en from their families and adopt-
ed, usually by non-Native families, 
where they grew up without know-
ing who they were. 

ICWA under attack
Following a huge e�ort by tribes 

and individuals, the Indian Child 
Welfare Act was passed in 1978 and 
was intended to keep Native children 
in Native communities.

However the ICWA is now under 
attack. Right-wing think tanks like 
the Goldwater Institute, evangeli-

 Protesters defend the Indian Child Welfare Act outside the U.S. Supreme Court, Nov. 9, 2022.

cals, and funding from energy com-
panies have led to a case now before 
the Supreme Court that would and 
may overturn ICWA.

Indigenous children are also 
much more likely to be in foster care, 
with many hurdles existing before 
their families can get the children 
returned.

There are many more attacks 
against our families, including the 
ongoing epidemic of violence against 
Indigenous women, girls and Two 
Spirit people in the U.S., Canada, Mex-
ico and elsewhere. In the U.S., at least 
84% of Native women have experi-
enced violence. While the govern-
ment and police often say that this is 
due to the violence of Native men, in 
fact it is non-Natives who commit the 
vast majority of this violence. 

Native women are murdered at a 
rate of 10 times the national average. 
The rates in urban areas, where the 
majority of Native people live, are 
also disproportionately high. Indig-
enous women hold families and cul-
tures together. When one of them is 
attacked, disappears or is killed, the 
impact is shattering. 

This is not a new issue, but rath-
er is part of the ongoing violence 
against all Indigenous peoples that 
first began when Europeans arrived.

The violence against Indigenous 
women, Two Spirit people and chil-
dren has deep roots in the inva-
sion and colonization of Indigenous 
homelands, and in white supremacy, 
marginalization and poverty. The 
violence is a mechanism of domi-
nation and oppression. It is intended 
to terrorize, disrupt and demoralize 
Indigenous populations. It is a direct 
function of white supremacy, settler 
colonialism and capitalism. 

But Indigenous communities 
throughout the Americas have been 
fighting back and are continuing to 
do everything possible to keep our 
families together, strengthen our 
communities, and defend the land 
and water.   ₪

The Social Evolution of Humanity
 Marx and Engels were right!      Bob McCubbin  

Paperback or Kindle? https://tinyurl.com/vwarcv7

McCubbin is the author of ’Roots of Lesbian and Gay Oppression: A Marxist View.’ Published 
in 1976, during the beginning of the modern LGBTQ2S movement, McCubbin’s unparalleled 
achievement was to offer a historical analysis of how LGBTQ2S  oppression developed.

This study of the evolution of humanity focuses on  human social/
sexual relations and, in particular, the changing social status of 
women. It offers a selection of scientific evidence that updates and 
augments the viewpoint expressed in  Frederick Engels’ masterful 
work,’Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State.’
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‘ People in the U.S. have a lot to learn 
from Cuba’s Families Code’

By Gloria Verdieu

Talk by Gloria Verdieu of the Prisoners 
Solidarity Committee at the webinar 
“What We Can Learn from Cuba’s 
‘Code of Freedom’ for Families,” hosted 
by Women In Struggle/Mujeres En 
Lucha on Jan. 22.

I remember my first trip to so-
cialist Cuba in November 2000. I at-
tended the Second World Meeting of 
Friendship and Solidarity. I have the 
poster that was given to all partici-
pants. It has a quote from José Martí: 
“The world is a beautiful temple 
where all men on earth fit in peace.”

I knew then and I know now that 
“all men” translates to “all of hu-
manity.” We can all fit in peace on 
this beautiful earth — our home. 

The reason I went on this trip was 
that I wanted to see what socialism 
looked like.

The conference was attended by 
people from over 60 countries con-
demning the U.S. blockade.  I came 
with a delegation; buses took us to 
the many programs on our packed 
schedule. We visited factories, poly-
clinics and communities, where we 
learned about the Committees for 
the Defense of the Revolution (CDRs). 
There were cultural performances in 
these communities.

The daily events gave the dele-
gates a chance to experience what 
life is like with a government that 
is concerned with the needs of the 
people rather than profits.

The delegates gathered daily at 
the Karl Marx Theater, within walk-
ing distance of our hotel. When I 
went walking, I did not feel any re-
strictions, though I did not wander 
too far.

We didn’t know if President Fi-
del Castro would speak at any of the 
conference gatherings.  I figured not 
– with thousands of people there, it 
would be a big security risk.

During our final meeting at the 
Karl Marx Theater, Fidel appeared 
on the stage. No bulletproof glass 
barriers, no extra security checks 
that I was aware of.

Fidel began to speak; we were 
given devices for interpretation. 
People listened and listened un-
til it was time for discussion. Fidel 
gave lengthy, thoughtful answers to 
questions, not only from the dele-
gates, but from Cuban workers. 

At one point a child ran on stage 
and Fidel gave him a hug and said 
something that I could tell was a 

show of a�ection for him and 
his family.

Healthcare in Cuba vs. U.S.
One of the many things that 

had an impact on me was when 
we visited one of the polyclinics. 

There was a group of doctors 
at the clinic, and one explained 
to us how closely connected 
doctors are with the communi-
ties they serve. They know who 
smokes, drinks, takes drugs 
(prescribed or not), struggles 
with mental illness, which 
teenagers are sexually active 
– intimate details that indi-
viduals voluntarily share with 
their doctors. Doctors know the 
health of families in their com-
munity through home visits 
and family counseling. 

Doctors were told things 
that we in the U.S. would not 
dare tell our primary health 
care provider, because it could 
mean higher monthly costs for 
those who have insurance coverage, 
or changing health care providers, 
which means transferring all your 
health history to another doctor. 
You can be denied coverage or even 
lose your job because of a chronic 
health issue.

Health care is a huge problem in 
the U.S. There have been many re-
forms, many updates to the sys-
tem, and yet there are still millions 
of people who have minimal or no 
health insurance.

I continue to learn what social-
ism looks like and how participatory 
democracy works. I was impressed 
with the way Cubans at home and 
abroad were involved in the deci-
sion-making process of updating 
Cuba’s Families Code. Some 6.5  mil-
lion people participated, a sincere 
display of democratic centralism.

As an organizer of the Socialist 
Unity Party’s Prisoners Solidarity 
Committee, one of the many things 
that registered with me in Cuba’s 
new Families Code is its promise to 
promote happy, healthy families. 
Everyone is included (great-grand-
parents, grandparents, aunts, un-
cles, nieces, nephews, in-laws, close 
partners), from the most senior 
members to the youngest, and ev-
eryone in between. You choose your 
family.  

It also promotes the right to a 
family life free from violence and 
unprovoked stress. A family life that 
values love, a�ection, solidarity and 
responsibility.  

I recently attended a day of sol-
idarity with formerly incarcerated 
prisoners and families in Califor-
nia’s capital, Sacramento. So many 
things are wrong with the “criminal 
justice system” in the U.S., which is 

why we know that it cannot be re-
formed or updated; we must shut it 
down.

You can see and feel the grief and 
stress of the families with loved 
ones in prison, and of those recently 
released, who are having a di�cult 
time transitioning to life outside. 
Housing, healthcare, jobs and com-
munity acceptance are some of the 
obstacles that formerly incarcerated 
individuals face. 

There are over 2 million people in 
prison in the U.S. Many more are de-
tained in immigration centers and 
holding cells awaiting litigation, af-
fecting millions of families.

Cuba: ‘We encouraged family  
to stay involved’

Gerardo Hernández, who was 
one of the Cuban 5 political prison-
ers held in the U.S., and is now head 

of the Committees for the 
Defense of the Revolution, 
highlighted the di�erenc-
es for families in Cuba: “Our 
purpose is to help. We talk 
with the family, we encour-
age the family to stay in-
volved, because it is under-
stood that the family su�ers 
when a loved one is incarcer-
ated.

“Prisoners need not be 
discriminated against be-
cause they went to jail. Our 
objective is not to make a re-
pressive action against those 
persons but to help those 
persons, who are victims 
themselves in many cases.”

Cuba’s neighborhood CDRs 
number 138,000, with over 8 
million members, and con-
tinue to work on programs 
and solutions to the prob-
lems of petty crime, drugs 
and mental illness.

The United States incar-
cerates more of its youth 
than any other country in 

the world. Most states continue to 
use outdated and harmful “training 
school” models, confining children 
in remote, prison-like facilities cut 
o� from their families and commu-
nities. 

Overcrowding and violence, pros-
ecution of youths as adults, and the 
long-term consequences of incar-
ceration on the individual’s chanc-
es for success in adulthood are huge 
controversies.

President Miguel Diaz-Canel 
stated, “before our people and the 
world, that in Cuba no one under 16 
years of age is imprisoned!”

People in the U.S. have a lot to 
learn from Cuba’s Families Code, 
especially from the process in which 
it  was passed. All citizens over 16 
years of age were eligible to vote in 
the Families Code referendum. 

We must support Cuba by de-
manding the U.S. government end 
the more than 60-year blockade 
and remove Cuba from the so-called 
“State Sponsors of Terrorism” list. 
We must demand normalization of 
relations and an open dialog with 
Cuba.

We must learn about socialism 
and Cuba’s participatory democra-
cy. Socialism is the path to a better 
world for everyone. ₪

SLL PHOTOS: GLORIA VERDIEU

Delegates to the Second World Meeting of Friendship and Solidarity in Havana, 
Cuba, November 2000.
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By Cheryl LaBash

Talk given by Cheryl LaBash, co-
chair of the National Network On Cuba 
(NNOC), at the webinar “What We Can 
Learn from Cuba’s ‘Code of Freedom’ 
for Families,” hosted by Women In 
Struggle/Mujeres En Lucha on Jan. 22.

Sixty years is a long time. But that 
is how long the United States gov-
ernment, led by both Democrats and 
Republicans, has waged an econom-
ic, financial and commercial war 
against the Cuban people.  

Even before that, the Eisenhower 
administration recognized that Fi-
del and the July 26th Movement — 
Raul, Che, Almeda, Camilo, Vilma, 
Haydee, Celia, Melba and so many 
more — would stay true to their 
promise: liberation, equality and 
sovereignty for all the Cuban people.

An April 6, 1960, State Department 
memo admitted the fact that the Cu-
ban people supported the revolution. 
So it prescribed the path taken by the 
U.S. from then until today: 

“Every possible means should be 
undertaken to weaken the econom-
ic life of Cuba,” the memo states. “If 
such a policy is adopted, it should be 
the result of a positive decision which 
would call forth a line of action which, 
while as adroit and inconspicuous as 
possible, makes the greatest inroads 
in denying money and supplies to 
Cuba, to decrease monetary and real 
wages, to bring about hunger, des-
peration and overthrow of the gov-
ernment.”

Although the goal didn’t change, 
the tactic did. On Dec. 17, 2014, Pres-
ident Obama and President Raul 
Castro agreed to begin a di�erent 
road. President Obama even visited 
Cuba – and as a result many people 
wrongly believe the blockade ended 
then. Some things were eased, but 
behind it all, the coercive economic 
measures continued. 

End the U.S. economic war  
against the Cuban people!

By Struggle-La Lucha  
New York bureau

Jan. 28—Close to a hundred peo-
ple gathered in Manhattan’s Union 
Square this afternoon to protest the 
coup in Peru and the bloody police 
terror there. Peru’s President José 
Pedro Castillo Terrones was over-
thrown on Dec. 7, 2002.

Since then at least 66 people pro-
testing the coup have been murdered 
by police and the army. President 
Castillo continues to be jailed along 
with hundreds of protesters.

Pictures of dozens of people who 
had been killed were displayed at the 
rally. Long paper banners were taped 
to the ground.

One called for freeing President 
Castillo. Another demanded a new 
constitution.

 A person carried a sign with the 
picture of Christian Rojas. A student 
who came from a farm family, Rojas 
was 19 years old when he was killed.

Speakers denounced Vice Presi-
dent Dina Boluarte who has presided 
over the terror by the military and 
cops. A sign read, “Dina is a murder-

Peru rejects the coup!

The members of Women in 
Struggle/Mujeres en Lucha, both 
in Puerto Rico and in the United 
States, stand in solidarity with 
our compañera Lorena Guada-
lupe Peña Mendoza, president of 
the Women’s International Dem-
ocratic Federation (WIDF-FDIM), 
in the face of the outrageous at-
tack by the government of Presi-
dent Nayib Bukele of El Salvador.

We repudiate and denounce before 
the international community the po-
litical persecution of Lorena Peña at 
the hands of the Salvadoran govern-
ment for alleged “embezzlement.” 
It is despicable that Bukele wants to 
submit her to a civil trial based on a 
rigged process against her.

The reason for this trial seems 
more like a vendetta against our 
compañera because of her long re-
cord in favor of true justice for the 
Salvadoran people and women and 
for being part of the opposition to 
the current government.

A leader of the Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front (FMLN) 
who participated in the peace ne-

Then, in June 2017, President 
Trump declared he would return 
to the failed direction outlined 
by the State Department in 1960.

And then came the pandem-
ic. Cuba had to close its main 
source of hard currency – tour-
ism – and used its reserves to 
save lives, develop five COVID 
vaccines (three now in emer-
gency use) and send its famous 
Henry Reeve Brigades to coun-
tries needing help against the 
pandemic. 

U.S. uses pandemic as weapon
The United States saw its op-

portunity to use the pandemic as a 
weapon. Some 243 new measures 
were implemented to block any fi-
nancial possibilities for Cuba. Surely 
the Cuban people would be desperate 
enough to embrace capitalist land-
lords, bankers and bosses. 

Then as a parting shot, after the 
2020 Biden election, Cuba was again 
declared a “State Sponsor of Terror-
ism.” Certainly an insult as well as 
an injury to Cuba.

Although President Biden has 
been in o�ce two years, he has done 
virtually nothing to lift the pressure 
on the Cuban people. The SSOT can 
be lifted with a letter from Biden!

Instead, we have been inundat-
ed with propaganda about “human 
rights” to justify turning back the 
changes made by the Obama admin-
istration in 2014-2015. 

There is no alternative truth. Cuba 
is not a state sponsor of terrorism, 
but has been targeted by terrorist 
acts organized and financed in the 
U.S. The intensified blockade has 
hurt Cuban families on both sides of 
the Florida straits. For three years, 
Cubans in Miami have said “end the 
blockade” in the streets every month. 

And it hurts farmers, workers and 
ordinary people in the U.S., too. Cuba 
has developed medical treatments 

that make 70% of diabetic amputa-
tions unnecessary, and a lung cancer 
vaccine that prolongs the quality of 
life of patients. 

Guess what? The U.S. categories 
of “legal” travel to Cuba do not in-
clude medical treatment. It’s the 
only country in the world where U.S. 
travelers need to declare a U.S. gov-
ernment designated category.

Elected bodies representing more 
than 44 million residents from Cal-
ifornia to Connecticut, from Mon-
tana to Michigan to Alabama, have 
called for the blockade to end, in-
cluding city councils and labor orga-
nizations, school boards and county 

commissions. 
The last weekend of every month, 

caravans are held to end the block-
ade in Miami and cities across the 
U.S. and around the world. Make a 
sign with hashtag #UnblockCuba 
and #OFFtheList.

Participate in the U.S.-Cuba Nor-
malization Conference March 11-12 
or the May Day Brigade.  

Stay in touch with the National 
Network On Cuba on social media. 
Web: NNOC.org; Facebook.com/
CubaNetwork; Instagram: National-
Network4Cuba; Twitter: @NNOCuba.

Sixty years is too long. This cam-
paign needs you to act now.  ₪

er of innocent people.” A man spoke 
eloquently about the brutality of the 
police.

One of the speakers was Lucy 
Pagoada- Quesada, a New York City 
schoolteacher who’s the coordinator 
of D19/Partido Libre de Honduras.

As in Peru, Honduras President 
José Manuel Zelaya was overthrown 
in 2009 at the direction of the U.S. 
State Department. Both presidents 
Zelaya and Castillo were elected by 
the poor.

After years of struggle and hun-
dreds of people being killed, Xi-
omara Castro—the candidate of the 
Partido Libre de Honduras — was 
elected president last year. One of 
her first acts was to call for free elec-
tricity for poor people. We need that 
in the United States!

Steve Millies spoke for Strug-
gle-La Lucha newspaper. He pointed 
out that behind Dina Boluarte was 
the U.S. government and U.S. mining 
companies.

Millies said that since the 16th 
century, the wealth of Peru has been 
plundered by world capitalism, be-
ginning with its silver mines.  ₪

Hands off Lorena Peña

gotiations that concluded with the 
signing of the Chapultepec Peace 
Accords in 1992, Lorena Peña was the 
third woman in Salvadoran history 
to preside over the Legislative As-
sembly of El Salvador in 2015. Since 
2016 she has been the president 
of the WIDF-FDIM, unanimously 
elected at our World Congress held 
in Bogotá, Colombia. 

We urge the international com-
munity to join this denunciation, 
endorsing it or writing their own 
messages with the hashtags  
#SolidaridadConLorena and  
#FdimAmericaConLorena.   ₪

 SLL PHOTOS: STEPHEN MILLIES

Lorena Peña, president of the Women’s 
International Democratic Federation.
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By Gary Wilson

The chairman of NATO’s Mili-
tary Committee, Admiral Rob Bauer, 
called for members of the U.S.-led 
military alliance to shift to a “war 
economy” in order to “increase the 
production in the defense industry.”

Left unsaid is that a “war econo-
my” means austerity. A “war econ-
omy” is the NATO countries’ answer 
to the cost-of-living crisis sweeping 
Europe.

“We have to increase defense in-
dustry production and there are al-
ready more and more talks on the 
subject at the national level. This 
could mean prioritizing certain raw 
materials, certain production ca-
pacities needed for the defense in-
dustry rather than the civilian one. 
Those priorities should be discussed 
about, partially, a war economy in 
peacetime,” Bauer said in an inter-
view with Portuguese television RTP 
broadcast on Jan. 28.

To carry out a war on Russia, Bauer 
continued, “we need to increase the 
production in the defense industry,” 
citing the wartime measures taken 
by the United States during World 
War II. 

Bauer added: “In the first four 
years in the United States in the Sec-
ond World War, in the Ford factories, 
there was no civilian cars made, but 
only military production. … And that 
is, in a way, talking about a wartime 
economy,”

The war buildup was also reflected 
in the Czech Republic, where retired 
NATO General Petr Pavel has taken 
over as president. The BBC calls Pavel 
“a firm advocate of Czech member-
ship of NATO and the EU.”

Bauer’s “war economy” tirade 
came just two days after U.S. Under 
Secretary of State for Political Af-
fairs Victoria Nuland testified at a 
Jan. 26 Senate hearing. Nuland pos-
itively celebrated the destruction of 
the Nord Stream 1 and Nord Stream 2 
natural gas pipelines due to a sabo-
tage attack on Sept. 26 last year.

NATO’s top military official says  
it’s time to shift to a ‘war economy’

Statement from Borotba (Struggle), a revolutionary Marxist organization 
banned by the government of Ukraine.

Replying to a question from Re-
publican Senator Ted Cruz, Nuland 
said: “Senator Cruz, like you, I am, 
and I think the administration is, 
very gratified to know that Nord 
Stream 2 is now, as you like to say, 
a hunk of metal at the bottom of the 
sea.”

Many believe that the U.S. was 
behind the destruction of the pipe-
lines. For example, a top U.N. advis-
er, Je�rey Sachs, the director of the 
Center for Sustainable Development 
at Columbia University, said of the 
attacks: “The main fact is that the 
European economy is getting ham-
mered by this, by the sudden cut-o� 
of energy. And now, to make it defin-
itive – the destruction of the Nord 
Stream pipeline, which I would bet 
was a U.S. action, perhaps U.S. and 
Poland. … 

“I know this runs counter to our 
narrative — you aren’t allowed to 
say these things in the West, but 
the fact of the matter is all over the 
world, when I talk to people, they 
think the U.S. did it.”

NATO: an imperialist alliance
When Lenin wrote his pamphlet 

“Imperialism, the Highest Stage of 
Capitalism” in 1916, the world had a 
handful of imperialist countries — 
the United States, Britain, France, 
Germany, and Japan. Britain was the 
leading imperialist power then, the 
empire on which the sun never set.

Since 1945, world capitalism has 
been politically and militarily dom-
inated by the U.S. empire. Now they 
say the sun never sets on the U.S. 
empire. In addition to the United 
States, there are the imperialist sat-
ellite countries — Britain, Germany, 
France, Japan. As in Lenin’s time, 
these satellite imperialist countries 
extract super-profits from the op-
pressed countries.

With the collapse of the Sovi-
et Union, the original basis for the 
NATO alliance no longer exists. The 
European satellite imperialists don’t 
need NATO. But the U.S. needs NATO. 
U.S. finance capital needs NATO in 
order to assert its interests on the 
European continent.

“The war in Ukraine is a lucrative 
cash cow for the U.S. ‘merchants of 
death,’” writes Professor Joseph Sir-
acusa.

“European o�cials are accusing 

the U.S. of making war profits from 
the conflict, especially in the energy 
and defense sectors,” Siracusa con-
tinues. “All the while, they say, Eu-
rope is su�ering.”

Politico reports: “Top European 
o�cials are furious with Joe Biden’s 
administration and now accuse the 
Americans of making a fortune from 
the war, while EU countries su�er.

“‘The fact is, if you look at it so-
berly, the country that is most prof-
iting from this war is the U.S. be-
cause they are selling more [natural] 
gas and at higher prices, and because 
they are selling more weapons,’ one 
senior o�cial told Politico.”

The U.S.-NATO proxy war on Rus-
sia, Politico adds, “is tipping Eu-
ropean economies into recession, 
with inflation rocketing and a dev-
astating squeeze on energy supplies 
threatening blackouts and rationing 
this winter.”

The cost-of-living crisis, as it is 
known across Europe, the auster-
ity and cutbacks, have sparked a 
working-class upsurge. In France 
on Jan. 19 and Jan. 31, some 2 million 
workers participated in nationwide 
demonstrations and strikes.

In Britain, there’s been the great-
est drop in living standards on re-
cord. The Financial Times reports, 
“Last year the lowest-earning 
bracket of British households had 
a standard of living that was 20% 
weaker than their counterparts in 
Slovenia.”

On Jan. 31, the biggest day of in-
dustrial action in over a decade, 
around half a million workers joined 
a mass strike. Thousands of schools 
were closed — about 85% of schools 
in England and Wales were said to be 
a�ected — and most trains in En-
gland were not running. The Daily 
Mail described “Walkout Wednes-
day” as a general strike in all but 
name.

Workers in Britain have been 
staging mass strikes since last sum-
mer — and since then, the scale of 
the strikes has only escalated.  ₪

of a U.S. citizen will allow Biden to 
demand the introduction of a no-fly 
zone over Ukraine and may become 
a reason to declare war. 

Thus, Biden intends to use ordi-
nary workers as victims to unleash 
a war with Russia.

We understand that such a deci-
sion by the U.S. authorities carries 
a huge danger for all humanity. We 
need all our comrades, all European 
citizens and the entire internation-
al community to realize that they 
don’t want to be drawn into some-
one else’s conflict. 

Neither Russia, nor the anti-fas-
cists of Donbass and Ukraine, have 

contradictions with common peo-
ple who live in Europe and the U.S. 
However, due to such aggressive 
actions of the American leadership, 
the world may be on the verge of 
disaster. Biden doesn’t have much 
time left to live, but we and our chil-
dren have. 

It is very important that everyone 
who is against such a decision will 
not be silent. Everyone has to ex-

U.S. tanks in Ukraine:  
What will be the next step?

press their position openly on social 
networks, in progressive media and 
friendly Telegram channels, at ral-
lies and demonstrations, with the 
help of leaflets and gra�ti. 

If we all say NO to the actions of 
the United States, it will be di�cult 
for our common enemies to take 
this step. 

Comrades! Your solidarity is more 
important today than ever!  ₪

Jan. 29: The situation is esca-
lating. The U.S. decision to supply 
Ukraine with Abrams tanks is very 
dangerous. It threatens a world war, 
because the design of the Abrams 
engines requires constant mainte-
nance. There are no specialists for 
this in Ukraine. Therefore, civilian 
specialists from the United States 
will be involved for repair and main-
tenance, who will work at Ukrainian 
enterprises that are targets for the 
Russian army. 

Everyone understands that as a 
result of the fighting there is a very 
serious risk that these specialists 
will be killed. However, the death 

The cost-of-living crisis has sparked a working-class upsurge. On Jan. 31,  around 
half a million workers joined a mass strike in Britain.
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By Sam Marcy

Dec. 15, 1994 —The movement of the working 
class originated more than 150 years ago. We are 
the inheritors of not only the ideology but also 
the traditions of revolutionary Marxism.

Our basic aim since the formation of the party 
has been to resuscitate, revive and continue un-
der new conditions the struggle against capital-
ism and imperialism.

In this historic struggle for socialism, there 
have been two great and undeviating tendencies. 
They become evident, in one form or another, in 
every continent and every country.

This struggle is over what tactics and strate-
gy to employ. In Europe, one tendency in the so-
cialist movement was led by Auguste Blanqui in 
France. The other was carried out later and with 
great success by Karl Marx.

The proletarian movement has to review its his-
torical heritage and go back to its roots to under-
stand the complexities of modern imperialism.

There are new forms of colonialism, a new rise 
of all sorts of oppression under capitalism, and a 
growing inevitability of imperialist conflicts, not 
only against the proletariat and oppressed peo-
ples, but also among themselves.

Theory and action
Blanqui, unlike Marx, believed it wasn’t neces-

sary to theorize. Theoretical conceptions are fine, 
he said, but are not the motor force of the strug-
gle. He stood for action — not by the masses but 
by a small group of knowledgeable, dedicated and 
revolutionary leaders intent on overthrowing the 
capitalist system.

His view was that all the workers’ struggles, some 
of which Marx had already explained and written 
about, ended up in failure because of the leader-
ship’s lack of determination and ability to master 
the art of conspiracy against the capitalist class.

The masses are great, he said, but need lead-
ers. Sometimes what has to be done to overturn 
the capitalist class need not necessarily be ex-
plained to the masses. Small groups of dedicated 
and revolutionary leaders must be educated and 
prepared; and it is they who, by their vision and 
ability, will overturn the capitalist system.

This view is sometimes popularly known as 
“getting a few good men together” — never even 
thinking of mentioning women. The view may 
sound archaic but nevertheless it has prevailed 
for a long time. Think of the many coups d’etat of 
both a progressive and reactionary character that 
have taken place in our epoch.

But even progressive coups, with all their fer-
vor, their dedication, have been unable to over-
turn the capitalist system in any modern capital-
ist country.

Blanqui would have been regarded as ridiculous 
were he not such a capable organizer. His “man of 
action” became a symbol for struggle rather than 
for prayer or theorizing.

Lenin on Blanqui
It was in the struggle between Marxism and 

Blanquism that Bolshevism was born. The old 
socialist movement had completely discarded 
any aspect of Blanqui’s teaching on organizing 
smaller groups or di�erentiating between the 
great mass of the people and the more educated, 
developed smaller groups.

In the old socialist and working-class parties 
in Europe, there was no clear-cut di�erence be-
tween the leadership and the masses. The leaders 
were selected from the masses. Blanqui’s view 
was that it was a task of the small group not only 
to give leadership but to do it with firmness, not 
to hesitate.

Blanquism was the theory of readiness, the vi-
sion of overthrowing capitalism not by legal or 
electoral means but by conspiracy.

Any number of conspiracies took place in old 
Europe. They overturned this or that government. 
But they didn’t overturn the system.

Marxism had to take from Blanquism every-
thing that was progressive and necessary and 
discard what was not useful. At the same time, it 
had to discard what was old and inapplicable in 
the old socialist movement.

This was the task of Lenin and the Bolsheviks. 
They took the theoretical basis of Marxism and 
used it to educate the masses on the necessity for 
insurrection.

Before Lenin, insurrection was not regarded 
by the socialist movement as either necessary or 
desirable. The social-democratic parties were de-
pendent exclusively on the electoral process.

Blanquism has to be distinguished from the old 
utopian movement, which was also fervently for 
socialism and for the masses — but had no vision 
of how it could be won, except by convincing the 
individual capitalists of the need to discard the 
system of capitalist oppression and institute the 
socialist system.

The ideas of the old utopian socialists were not 
practical. The ideas of Blanquism were more at-
tractive to the young. But at the same time they 
could not overturn the capitalist system.

We have to bring this up because of the way the 
modern capitalist system is developing at this 
time.

What’s next in the U.S.?
In the modern-day U.S., what prevails is not 

the ideology of Blanqui or of Marx, but outright 
bourgeois ideology.

But the system is rapidly coming to a point of 
great crisis, and it is necessary for us to review our 
heritage to understand the forthcoming period. 
It is necessary not merely to anticipate a revolu-
tionary struggle but to prepare for it.

In Marx’s time, and even in Lenin’s, the trade 
unions were considered the fundamental organ 
whereby the working class could organize itself. 
But the intervention of the world war showed that 
the slow process of winning the allegiance of the 
working class was illusory.

No matter how dedicated or strong, a party like 
the German Social Democratic party would fail in 
the end, unless it had a revolutionary perspective 
of overthrowing the capitalist system, not hesi-
tating to use force and violence when that became 
necessary. That aspect was not well understood 
by the other European parties in Lenin’s time — 
only after the October Revolution in Russia.

Today, many of the ideas proposed to solve cap-
italism’s ills sound utopian in the old sense. They 
cannot overcome the system.

It is quite likely that as soon as a struggle breaks 
out, it will produce a modern version of Blan-
quism, not only among the youth but in major or-
ganizations of the working class. One must con-
sider the devastating and annihilating violence 

the state could conduct against the working class, 
and most often against Black and Latino and oth-
er oppressed nationalities.

Our movement has to go back somewhat to an 
earlier epoch in order to understand what is de-
veloping in capitalist society today. We are wit-
nessing a slow and gradual development. It seems 
that the revolutionary struggle is distant.

But we know that a capitalist crisis, especially 
a severe one, immediately brings into being doz-
ens of organizations with the most fantastic ideas 
on how to undo the capitalist crisis. Some lead to 
attempting a violent overthrow without the nec-
essary preparation of the working class as the 
principal instrument for overcoming capitalist 
exploitation.

In the coming struggle, we would have to pay 
attention to a possible Blanquist variant. But we 
would not be able to influence it unless our party 
itself is most vigorous, most relentless and most 
uncompromising in the struggle against capital-
ism and imperialism, of which, of course, racism 
is such a fundamental aspect.

We have to prepare ourselves not only in the 
sense of gathering more forces but seeing what 
the future may hold ideologically. Our party has to 
restudy the basic classics of Marxism and go back 
to the theory and tactics that Lenin employed.

What to do next
The art of revolutionary politics is knowing 

what to do next. It is okay to theorize about fas-
cism or the strength of the right wing. But our 
organization di�ers from a debating society. We 
must take a firm, indeed revolutionary, stance.

We are faced with the growing prospect of 
right-wing conspiracy on the part of big business 
and multinational corporations. They have taken 
the first step. This Rep. Newt Gingrich is a repre-
sentative of it, and there are others — but that’s 
not the main thing.

Individuals can change, but the ruling class’s 
trend is toward repression, solidifying in the most 
undemocratic way possible its control over the 
resources of the country and indeed of the globe. 
U.S. imperialism is on the march everywhere. The 
devastating results fall on the backs of the work-
ers at home as well.

What do we do? We know the right wing is mov-
ing, and that there is only a thin di�erence be-
tween the right and the ultra-right.

One of the great lessons of the 1930s was Leon 
Trotsky’s writings on the question of how to fight 
fascism. He stressed how important it is not to 
overlook what is happening, how it is possible 
to lose the historic moment and allow the ruling 
class to be victorious.

He delineated in a dramatic and readable way the 
steps that led to the victory of fascism in Germany.

In the U.S. at that time there were only the be-
ginnings of fascist groupings. No sooner did the 
wave of reaction sweeping Europe reach these 
shores than the great sit-down strikes among the 
workers wiped them out completely.

They were never able to get a foothold among the 
workers. The myriad of small fascist groups were 
washed away by the upsurge of the working class.

That is the surest way to end any fascist at-
tempt to establish itself as a political force over 
the working class.

There’s been no experience here with fascism 

Sam Marcy, a leading Marxist thinker and fighter of the second half of the 20th century,  
died 25 years ago on Feb. 1, 1998. To mark the occasion, Struggle-La Lucha  
is publishing a selection of Marcy’s articles that demonstrate the breadth  
and depth of his analysis and strategic thought on behalf of the workers  
and oppressed, while also providing insight into today’s struggles.

Marxism and mass action:  
Strategies for the struggle ahead

Continued on page 11
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on a mass scale. So we are basically looking at a 
theoretical and ideological discussion.

Our task is not to wait until things happen, in 
which case you can be absolutely sure the liberal 
bourgeoisie as well as certain sections of the big 
bourgeoisie will get into it. Right now, the work-
ing class is either indi�erent or apathetic in this 
great struggle.

The possibility for the growth of neofascism, if 
you can call it that, and for political reaction gen-
erally is in the soil because monopoly is growing. 
The contradiction between the forms of capitalist 
production and the forms of capitalist distribu-
tion grows wider and wider.

The struggle among the imperialist nations 
grows sharper. There is no tendency toward po-
litical equilibrium there.

None of the small countries that were actu-
al colonies and became independent has shown 
any move toward economic independence. They 
would like to do it but cannot because of the mon-
strous growth and position of the big banks and 
corporations over the entire planet.

It is impossible for a small country to attain 
complete independence and at the same time 
grow economically strong and powerful. Not even 
Cuba can do that. We are all happy at the way it has 
conducted itself and won a position in world af-
fairs and at home, but it is at great economic cost. 
Trying to get out of it little by little is di�cult.

Cuba should be able to look toward an emanci-
pated working class in the U.S. to help it. That’s 
our job.

Opportunity for a mass struggle
The right wing is on the march in the United 

States. But we now have a golden opportunity to 
intervene in the capitalist political process in a 
way we never have before.

We can become the most formidable represen-
tatives of the working class in the struggle against 
political reaction, if we build beginning with what 
we have.

A whole world of struggle awaits us. The false 
opposition, the false messiahs of struggle who are 
actually capitulators are not yet on the scene. We 
have a clear road.

We are on the right path if we undertake a gen-
uine, broad national opposition to the right wing 
and political reaction in general. It doesn’t mean we 
leave the liberals o� the hook. It doesn’t mean we 
concentrate only on Gingrich or the others. It means 
we intensify our theoretical and political work.

We need to show where this country is mov-
ing, where the capitalist class is leading it, what 
the tendencies in it are, what the dangers are. We 
need an outpouring of the workers and oppressed 
masses. We need to prepare for that.

And we’re in better shape because the liberal 
bourgeoisie is asleep and afraid. A part of it be-
comes ultra-militant and revolutionary after we 
start doing things, but for the time being they are 
asleep.

We need to organize ourselves and make this the 
top priority in the organization and for our party.

We cannot start a serious campaign in the 
struggle against the far right without funds. We 
need full-time organizers, foot soldiers who 

can leave their jobs and go places and do things. 
The struggle can only come as a result of deeper 
self-sacrifice. The party needs a fighting fund of 
hundreds of thousands of dollars.

We have to expand before the storm comes. Our 
own resources are relatively small but will grow 
as the struggle widens and deepens.

We can go to the masses and promote tremen-
dous activity to challenge the capitalist class. We 
needn’t be fearful about going beyond the legal 
limits that the bourgeoisie constrains us to. On a 
picket line you never know when you’re going to 
get arrested, but you don’t say, “Don’t have the 
picket line.” That kind of talk leads to failure.

We are taking on the greatest capitalist enemy. 
They have a president but they are having second 
thoughts about him.

Clinton isn’t any di�erent than earlier Demo-
cratic presidents. What is di�erent is the situation 
of the bourgeoisie. They push one right-wing eco-
nomic and political measure after another. And he 
is not a president to resist.

Should a capitalist economic crisis break out, it 
would accentuate the political crisis. If it catch-
es us by surprise and we do not have an appara-
tus out in the field, then our hopes for building 
a strong and revolutionary organization will be 
considerably diminished until the next opportu-
nity comes.

In the 1930s, the Communist Party and other 
organizations were very conscious of the growth 
of fascism. But to a large extent they were trying 
to win the big bourgeoisie to support the struggle 
against it.

There is nothing wrong with asking them to 
support the struggle against fascism, but it’s an-
other thing to expect it from them. We have to 
explain this to the most oppressed and perse-
cuted people, in the Black and Native and Latino 
districts. Fascism should not be an after-dinner 
conversation with bourgeois liberals.

The struggle against the far right and the strug-
gle against racism are intimately interlocked.

We have to get our paper and our literature into 
the hands of thousands of workers. And to do that 
we need organizers.

We have to counteract the inroads of the capi-
talist monopolies. We have to support strikes and 
fight lockouts by employers. We have to redouble 
our activities on all fronts.

Marxism is as Marxism does. It is not merely 
an exposition of the tendencies in capitalist soci-
ety that inevitably lead it to destruction. It is also 
a means for arming the workers and oppressed 
people on how to proceed in the next period.

Are we mainly directing our attention to the 
program of the right-wing Republicans? No. We 
shouldn’t leave the other Republicans and the 
Democrats o� the hook.

To make it very clear, our struggle against the 
right wing is an extension of our general program 
and not some new development on our part. We 
are going to conduct a revolutionary and work-
ing-class struggle in the way we have conducted 
them before, with greater emphasis on develop-
ing an initiative in the struggle against the right 
wing and the neo-fascist tendencies that may 
spring up now and then.

Source: Marxists Internet Archive

tinyurl.com/37cm49xk

Moscow workers defending Soviet socialism clashed 
with Boris Yeltsin’s riot police in October 1993.  
Thousands were massacred with the approval  
of President Bill Clinton’s administration.

Movement must analyze catastrophe 
in USSR

China’s Cultural Revolution  
and the Fall of Lin Biao
Red Guards march in Beijing, October 1966.

tinyurl.com/2p8yzusr

Marxism and mass action:  
Strategies for the struggle ahead
Members of the LGBTQ+ community marched 
on the White House in solidarity with the Black 
Lives Matter movement on June 13, 2020, in 
Washington, D.C.

tinyurl.com/u6zxmn7m

Marxism and insurrection:  
In defense of the LA rebellion
Community members confront police occupation  
during the 1992 Los Angeles rebellion against racism.

tinyurl.com/ube92mra

What the banks did to Poland
Pope John Paul II and President Ronald Reagan in 
1987. The Catholic Church was a crucial imperialist 
tool for undermining Poland’s socialist government.

tinyurl.com/5n76d8jx

USSR at 100:  
Lessons of the Soviet of Nationalities
Special stamps issued by the Donetsk People’s 
 Republic to commemorate the 100th anniversary   
of the Soviet Union’s founding. Each stamp represents 
one of the 15 Soviet republics. 
tinyurl.com/2j8zvn2m

Continued from page 10

Marxism and mass action

Struggle-La-Lucha.org
www.struggle-la-lucha.org/donate/
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Desde Puerto Rico, para Radio Clarín 
de Colombia,  
les habló  
Berta Joubert-Ceci.

La membresía de Mu-
jeres en Lucha/Women in 
Struggle tanto en Puer-
to Rico como en Esta-
dos Unidos, se solidariza 
con nuestra compañera 
Lorena Guadalupe Peña 
Mendoza, presidenta 
mundial de la Federación 
Democrática de Mujeres, 
FDIM, ante el atropello en 
su contra por parte del go-
bierno de Nayid Bukele del 
Salvador.

Repudiamos y denuncia-
mos ante la comunidad in-
ternacional la persecución política de 
la que es objeto Lorena Peña a manos 
del gobierno salvadoreño. Es inaudito 

Declaración de Borotba (Lucha), una organización marxista 
revolucionaria prohibida por el gobierno de Ucrania.

Tanques estadounidenses en Ucrania:  
¿cuál será el próximo paso?

 Por Berta Joubert-Ceci

Mientras el gobierno de Puerto 
Rico y sus secuaces hacen todo por 
vender nuestro patrimonio por me-
dio de privatizaciones a entes ex-
tranjeros, hay sin embargo una no-
ticia muy esperanzadora.

Y es que se está forjando una unión 
de voluntades de dos partidos pro-
gresistas: el Partido Independentista 
Puertorriqueño y el Movimiento Vic-
toria Ciudadana, para hacerle frente 
a ese gobierno en el terreno electoral.

Las próximas elecciones genera-
les están pautadas para el 2024 y un 
junte de estos dos partidos tiene una 
gran posibilidad de ganar. Ya en las 
pasadas elecciones demostraron que 
tienen la simpatía de una cantidad 
considerable del pueblo que votó. Y si 
se unen, no cabe duda de que podrían 
ganar la gobernación.

Pero en Puerto Rico está prohibi-
do un frente electoral. Los partidos 
PNP y PPD que se han alternado en 
el gobierno para destruir el país, han 
implantado leyes en contra de la for-

Nuevo junte electoral da esperanzas  
en Puerto Rico

29 de enero: La situación se agra-
va. El suministro de tanques Abrams 
por parte de Estados Unidos es muy 
peligroso. Amenaza la Guerra Mun-
dial porque el diseño de los motores 
de Abrams exige un mantenimien-
to constante. No hay especialistas 
ucranianos para ello. Por lo tanto, 
participarán en las tareas de repa-
ración y mantenimiento especial-
istas civiles estadounidenses que 
trabajarán en empresas ucranianas, 
blanco del ejército ruso.

Todos entienden que a causa de 
los combates existe un alto riesgo 
de muerte de estos especialistas. Sin 
embargo, la muerte de un ciudadano 
estadounidense permitirá a Biden 
instaurar una zona libre de vuelos 
sobre Ucrania y puede convertirse 
en motivo de declaración de guerra. 

Biden pretende así utilizar a los tra-
bajadores normales como víctimas 
para desencadenar una guerra con-
tra Rusia.

Entendemos que esta decisión de 
las autoridades estadounidenses 
supone un gran peligro para toda la 
humanidad. Todos nuestros cama-
radas, todos los ciudadanos europeos 
y toda la comunidad internacional 
debemos darnos cuenta de que qui-
eren entrar en el conflicto exterior 
(el de otros). Ni Rusia, ni los antifas-
cistas de Donbass y Ucrania estan 
enfrentados a la gente humilde que 
vive en Europa y EEUU. Sin embargo, 
las acciones agresivas de los líde-
res americanos pueden hacer que el 
mundo esté al borde de la catástrofe. 
A Biden no le queda mucho por vivir, 
pero a nosotros y a nuestros hijos sí.

Es muy importante que no callen 
todos los que se oponen a una de-
cisión así. Cada uno debe expresar 
claramente su posición en las redes 
sociales, en los medios de comuni-
cación progresistas y en los canales 
de Telegram afines. En concentra-
ciones y manifestaciones. Con la 

ayuda de folletos y gra�tis.
Si todos decimos no a las acciones 

de Estados Unidos, será difícil que 
nuestros enemigos comunes den 
este paso.

¡Amigo! ¡Tu solidaridad es hoy 
más importante que nunca!

Translation: Euskal Herria-Donbass 

que el señor Bukele la quiera some-
ter a un juicio civil a partir de todo un 
proceso amañado en su contra.

La razón de este 
juicio, más bien parece 
una vendetta en contra 
de nuestra compañera 
por su largo historial 
en pro de la verdadera 
justicia para el pueblo y 

las mujeres salvadoreñas y ser par-
te de la oposición al gobierno actu-
al. Dirigente del Frente Farabundo 

mación de cualquier unión de parti-
dos que amenace su supremacía en el 
gobierno. 

Así que este nuevo junte tiene como 
estrategia varias vías: La Judicial, 
para desafiar esta ley retrógrada; la 
Legislativa para enmendar la ley; y la 
de un entendido político que exhorta 
a sus seguidores a votar por candida-
tos fuera de líneas partidistas. 

Ganar las próximas elecciones es 
esencial para derrotar el bipartidis-
mo que está acabando con el país. 
Sabemos que lo crucial es la descol-
onización con independencia, pero 
mientras se lucha para ese último 
fin, se necesita urgentemente de-
tener el saqueo, la destrucción y la 
migración masiva que nos deja sin 
boricuas mientras extranjeros mil-
lonarios se quedan con el país. ₪

 Manifestación entre Calle Fortaleza y Calle Del Cristo exigiendo la renuncia del 
Gobernador Ricardo Rosselló del PNP en julio de 2019. Foto: David Villafane Ramos

Marti para la Liberación Nacional y 
quien participó en las negociaciones 
de paz que concluyeron con la firma 
de los Acuerdos de Paz de Chapulte-
pec, en el año de 1992, Lorena Peña 
es la tercera mujer en la historia 
salvadoreña en presidir la Asam-
blea Legislativa de El Salvador, por 
respaldo unánime en el 2015. Desde 
el 2016 ha sido la Presidenta de la 
FDIM, elegida por unanimidad en 
nuestro Congreso Mundial celebra-
do en Bogotá, Colombia.

Exhortamos a la comunidad in-
ternacional a unirse a esta denun-
cia, avalándola o escribiendo sus 
propios mensajes con las etiquetas 
#SolidaridadConLorena y  
#FdimAmericaConLorena. ₪

Lorena Peña, presidenta  
de la Federación 

Democrática 
 Internacional  
de Mujeres.

Manos fuera de Lorena Peña


